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title genre year director top billed actor(s) notes

Lone Star
American 
western 1996 John Sayles

Chris Cooper, Kris 
Kristoferson

Brokeback 
Mountain

American 
western 2005 Ang Lee

Heath Ledger, Jake 
Gyllenhaal

Based on the 'E. Annie Proulx' story about a 
forbidden and secretive relationship 
between two cowboys and their lives over 
the years.

Dead Man
American 
western 1995 Jim Jarmusch Johnny Depp

On the run after murdering a man, 
accountant William Blake encounters a 
strange Indian named "Nobody" who 
prepares him for his journey into the 
spiritual world.

Bad day at 
Black Rock

American 
western 1955 John Sturges

Spenser Tracey, 
Lee Marvin

A one handed stranger comes to a tiny town 
possessing a terrible past they want to keep 
secret, by violent means if necessary. 

The 
Incredibles animation 2004 Brad Bird

Holly Huneter, 
Samuel L. Jackson 
(voices)

Princess 
Mononoke

animation, 
japan 1999 Hayao Miyazaki Minnie Driver futuristic fantasy

Akira
anime, 
fantasy, sci-fi 1998

Katsuhiro 
Ôtomo ??? ???

Ray biography 2004 Taylor Hackford Jamie Foxx biography of ray charles

Walk the Line biography 2005 James Mangold
joaquin Phoenix, 
Reese Witherspoon

Ed Wood
biography/co
medy 1994 tim burton

Johnny Depp, 
Walter Mathieu

The mostly true story of the legendary 
director of awful movies and his strange 
group of friends and actors.
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Frida
biography/dra
ma 2002 Julie Taymor Salma Hayek

A biography of artist Frida Kahlo, who 
channeled the pain of a crippling injury and 
her tempestuous marriage into her work. 

Life is 
Beautiful

comedy/dram
a/ war, italian 1997

Roberto 
Beningni Roberto Benigni

 A Jewish man has a wonderful romance 
with the help of his humour, but must use 
that same quality to protect his son in a 
Nazi death camp.

Dr. 
Strangelove comedy 1964 Stanley Kubrick

Peter Sellers, 
George C. Scott

An insane general starts a process to 
nuclear holocaust that a war room of 
politicians and generals frantically try to 
stop. 

Napoleon 
Dynamite comedy 2004 Jared Hess John Heder

A listless and alienated teenager decides to 
help his new friend win the class presidency 
in their small western high school, while he 
must deal with his bizarre family life back 
home.

Bubba Ho-Tep
comedy, 
american 2004 Don Coscarelli

bruce campbell, 
ozzie davis //

But I'm a 
Cheerleader

comedy, 
american 1999 Jamie Babbit natasha leone ///

Broken 
Flowers

comedy/dram
a 2005 Jim Jarmusch Bill Murray

As the devoutly single Don Johnston 
(Murray) is dumped by his latest girlfriend 
(Delpy), he receives an anonymous pink 
letter informing him that he has a son who 
may be looking for him. The situation 
causes Don to examine his relationships 
with women instead of moving on to the 
next one, and he embarks on a cross-
country search for his old flames who might 
possess clues to the mystery at hand.
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Heathers
comedy/dram
a 1989

Michael 
Lehmann Winona Ryder

A girl who half-heartedly tries to be part of 
the "in crowd" of her school meets a rebel 
who teaches her a more devious way to play 
social politics.

Little Miss 
Sunshine

comedy/dram
a 2006

Jonathan 
Dayton, Valerie 
Faris

Greg Kenair, Alan 
Arkin

A family determined to get their young 
daughter into the finals of a beauty pageant 
take a cross-country trip in their VW bus.

As Good as it 
Gets

comedy/dram
a 1997 James L. Brooks

Jack Nicholson, 
Helen Hunt, Cuba 
Gooding, Jr

A single mother/waitress, a misanthropic 
author, and a gay artist form an unlikely 
friendship 

Down by Law
comedy/dram
a, american 1986 Jim Jarmusch

Tom Waits, 
Roberto Benigni

The story of three different men in a 
Louisiana prison and their eventual journey.

Il Mostro (The 
Monster)

comedy/dram
a, Italian 1994

Roberto 
Beningni Roberto Benigni

A vicious serial sex killer is on the loose, 
and landscape gardener and shop-window 
outfitter Loris is the prime suspect... 

Bread and 
Tulips

comedy/dram
a, Italian 2000 Silvio Soldini Licia Maglietta

Life is often just "for sake of" and we need 
to know about it and want to benefit when 
we are presented with the occasion to... 

The Other Side 
of the Bed

comedy/dram
a, spain 2002

Emilio Martínez 
Lázaro Paz Vega

Two couples entwine on their search for 
love.

The Green Mile
crime/drama/ 
fantasy 1999 Frank Darabont Tom Hanks

The story about the lives of guards on death 
row leading up to the execution of a 
wrongly accused man who has the power of 
faith healing.

Our Song docu-drama 2000 Jim McKay
kerry washington, 
anna simpson

3 girls maintain their friendship despite 
having to attend other schools.  They 
compete in a school marching band
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Bush Family 
Fortunes: The 
Best 
Democracy 
Money Can 
Buy

documentary, 
american 2004

Steven 
Grandison real people follows the bush family fortunes

Mad Hot 
Ballroom

documentary, 
american 2005 Marilyn Agrelo real people

middle school kids compete ballroom 
dancing 

Murderball
documentary, 
american 2005

Henry Alex 
Rubin real people rugby in wheelchairs

Paper Clips
documentary, 
american 2004 Elliot Berlin real people a real life story

The Fog of War
documentary, 
american 2003 Errol Morris real people vietnam

Rize
documentary, 
american 2005

David 
LaChapelle real people a style of hip hop dance called "Krunking'

Super Size Me
documentary, 
american 2004

morgan 
spurlock morgan spurlock

an experiment to see what happens if you 
eat nothing but McDONALDS for 30 days

The Thin Blue 
Line

documentary, 
american 1988 Errol Morris real people

A film that successfully argued that a man 
was wrongly convicted for murder by a 
corrupt justice system in Dallas County, 
Texas.

This Film is not 
Yet Rated

documentary, 
american 2006 Kirby Dick real people

Kirby Dick's exposé about the American 
movie ratings board.

Wal-Mart: The 
High Cost of 
Low Price

documentary, 
american 2005

Robert 
Greenwald real people

A look at the impact of the retail giant on 
local communities.

When The 
Levees Broke

documentary, 
american 2006 spike lee real people

An examination of the U.S. government's 
role and its response to Hurricane Katrina.
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Bowling for 
Columbine

documentary, 
american 2002 Michael Moore real people

Filmmaker Michael Moore explores the roots 
of America's predilection for gun violence.

Farenheit 911
documentary, 
american 2004 Michael Moore real people

Michael Moore's view on what happened to 
the United States after September 11; and 
how the Bush Administration allegedly used 
the tragic event to push forward its agenda 
for unjust wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Born Into 
Brothels

documentary, 
english/india 2004 Zana Briski real people

Two documentary filmmakers chronicle their 
time in Sonagchi, Calcutta and the 
relationships they developed with children of 
prostitutes who work the city's notorious red 
light district.

Good Will 
Hunting drama 1995 Gus Van Sant

Matt Damon, Robin 
Williams

Will Hunting, a janitor at MIT, has a gift for 
mathematics which is discovered, and a 
psychologist tries to help him with his gift 
and the rest of his life

In the Heat of 
the Night drama 1967

Norman 
Jewison

Sidney Poitier, Rod 
Steiger

Raise the Red 
Lantern

drama 
(Chinese) 1991 Yimou Zhang Li Gong

China in the 1920's. After her father's 
death, nineteen year old Songlian is forced 
to marry Chen Zuoqian...

Sling Blade
drama, 
amercian 1996

Billy Bob 
Thorton Billy Bob Thornton

Karl Childers, a simple man hospitalized 
since his childhood murder of his mother 
and her lover, is released to start a new life 
in a small town.

The 
Chumscrubber

drama, 
amercian 2005 Arie Posin Jamie Bell

The Chumscrubber is a darkly satiric story 
about life crumbling in the midst of a 
seemingly idyllic suburbia.

The 
Manchurian 
Candidate

drama, 
amercian 1962

John 
Frankenheimer Frank Sinatra classic original suspense
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The Station 
Agent

drama, 
amercian 2003

Thomas 
McCarthy peter dinklage

When his only friend dies, a man born with 
dwarfism moves to rural New Jersey to live 
a life of solitude, only to meet a chatty hot 
dog vendor and a woman dealing with her 
own personal loss.

The Three 
Burials of 
Melquiades 
Estrada

drama, 
amercian 2005 Ricky Lee Jones icky Lee Jones

Ranch hand Pete Perkins (Jones) looks to 
fulfill the promise to his recently deceased 
best friend by burying him in his hometown 
in Mexico.

Thumbsucker
drama, 
amercian 2005 Mike Mills Lou Taylor Pucci

Justin throws himself and everyone around 
him into chaos when he attempts to break 
free from his addiction to his thumb.

Do the Right 
Thing

drama, 
amercian 1989 Spike Lee

Ossie Davis, 
Danny Aielo

On the hottest day of the year on a street in 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, 
everyone's hate and bigotry smolders and 
builds until it explodes into violence.

Seven Days in 
May

drama, 
american 1964

John 
Frankenheimer

Kirk Douglas, Burt 
lancaster

US military leaders plot to overthrow the 
President because he supports a nuclear 
disarmament treaty and they fear a Soviet 
sneak attack.

A Face in the 
Crowd

drama, 
american 1957 Elia Kazan Andy Griffith

An Arkansas hobo becomes an overnight 
media sensation. But as he becomes drunk 
with fame and power, will he ever be 
exposed as the fraud he has become?

Casa de los 
Babys

drama, 
american 2003 John Sayles Lizzie C. Martinez

Six American women who planned on 
travelling to South America to adopt babies 
are forced, by law, to live there.

Cinderella Man
drama, 
american 2005 Ron Howard Russell Crowe

The story of James Braddock, a supposedly 
washed up boxer who came back to become 
a champion and an inspiration in the 1930s
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Coach Carter
drama, 
american 2005 Thomas Carter Samuel L. Jackson

Samuel L. Jackson plays the controversial 
high school basketball coach who benched 
his undefeated team due to their collective 
poor academic record in 1999.

Collateral
drama, 
american 2004 Michael Mann

Tom Cruise, Jamie 
Foxx

A cab driver finds himself the hostage of an 
engaging contract killer as he makes his 
rounds from hit to hit during one night in 
LA. He must find a way to save both himself 
and one last victim.

Cool Hand 
Luke

drama, 
american 1967

Stuart 
Rosenberg Paul Newman

A man refuses to conform to life in a rural 
prison.

Crash
drama, 
american 2004 Paul Haggis

Sandra Bullock, 
Don Cheadle, Matt 
Dillon

Several stories interweave during two days 
in Los Angeles involving a collection of inter-
related characters...

Down in the 
Delta

drama, 
american 1998 Maya Angelou

Wesley Snipes, 
Alfre Woodard

Rosa Lynn sends her druggie daughter 
Loretta and her children Thomas and Tracy 
away from the big city...

Hairspray
drama, 
american 1988 John Waters

Rikki Lake, Sonny 
Bono, John Waters

A 'pleasantly plump' teenager teaches 1962 
Baltimore a thing or two about integration 
after landing a spot on a local TV dance 
show.

Mean Girls
drama, 
american 2004 Mark Waters Lindsey Lohan

Cady Heron (Lohan) is a hit with The 
Plastics, the A-list girl clique at her new 
school, until she makes the mistake of 
falling for Aaron Samuels (Bennett), the ex-
boyfriend of alpha Plastic Regina George 
(McAdams).

Million Dollar 
Baby

drama, 
american 2004 clint eastwood

Hilary Swank, Clint 
eastwood

A hardened trainer/manager works with a 
determined woman in her attempt to 
establish herself as a boxer.
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Nothing But a 
Man

drama, 
american 1964 Michael Roemer Ivan Dixon

The tale is a familiar one for American 
moviegoers; a devil-may-care young man is 
drawn to a grounded young woman..

The Ice Storm
drama, 
american 1997 ang lee kevin kline

1973, suburban Connecticut: middle class 
families experimenting with casual sex, 
drink, etc., find their lives out of control.

The Tuskegee 
Airmen

drama, 
american 1997

Robert 
Markowitz

Lawrence 
Fishburne

The true story of how a group of African 
American pilots overcame racist opposition 
to become one of the finest US fighter 
groups in World War II

Citizen Kane
drama, 
american 1941 orson welles orson welles

Following the death of a publishing tycoon, 
news reporters scramble to discover the 
meaning of his final utterance.

25th Hour
drama, 
american 2003 spike lee

Edward Norton, 
Philip Seymour 
Hoffman

Cornered by the DEA, convicted New York 
drug dealer Montgomery Brogan (Norton) 
reevaluates his life in the 24 remaining 
hours before facing a seven-year jail term.

Boyz 'n the 
Hood

drama, 
american 1991 John Singleton

Cuba Gooding, Jr, 
Lawrence 
Fishburne

Saga of a group of childhood friends 
growing up in a Los Angeles ghetto

A Raisen in the 
Sun

drama, 
american 1961 Daniel Petrie

Sidney Poitier, 
Claudia McNeil

Walter Lee Younger (Poitier) is a young man 
struggling with his station in life. Sharing a 
tiny apartment with his wife...

Pulp Fiction
drama, 
american 1994

Quentin 
Tarantino

John Travolta, 
Samuel L. Jackson, 
Bruce Willis

The lives of two mob hit men, a boxer, a 
gangster's wife, and a pair of diner bandits 
intertwine in four tales of violence and 
redemption.

Walkabout
drama, 
austrailian 1971 Nicolas Roeg David Gulpilil

Two young children are stranded in the 
Australian outback and are forced to cope 
on their own.
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Ma Vie En 
Rose

drama, 
Belgieum, 
french 1997 Alain Berliner Michèle Laroque

Ludovic is a small boy who cross-dresses 
and generally acts like a girl, talks of 
marrying his neighbor's...

Central Station drama, Brazil 1998 Walter Salles
Fernanda 
Montenegro

An emotive journey of a former school 
teacher, who write letters for illiterate 
people, and a young boy, whose mother has 
just died, in search for the father he never 
knew.

Maria Full of 
Grace

drama, 
Columbia 2004 Joshua Marston

Catalina Sandino 
Moreno

A pregnant Colombian teenager becomes a 
drug mule to make some desperately 
needed money for her family.

Motorcycle 
Diary

drama, 
columbia 2004 Walter Salles Gael García Bernal

The dramatization of a motorcycle road trip 
Che Guevara went on in his youth that 
showed him his life's calling.

Dear Frankie
drama, 
english 2005

Shona 
Auerbach ??

After having responded to her son's 
numerous letters in the guise of his father, a 
woman hires a stranger to pose as his dad 
when meeting him.

Big Girls Don't 
Cry

Drama, 
German 2002

Maria von 
Heland Anna Maria Mühe

Kati and Steffi are best friends since 
childhood. But as they step into adulthood, 
both their perfect...

Monsoon 
Wedding drama, india 2001 Mira Nair Naseeruddin Shah

A stressed father, a bride-to-be with a 
secret, a smitten event planner, and 
relatives from around the world create much 
ado about the preparations for an arranged 
marriage in India.

Children of 
Heaven drama, Iran 1997 Majid Majidi Bahare Seddiqi

Zohre's shoes are gone; her older brother 
Ali lost them. They are poor, there are no 
shoes for Zohre...

Christ Stopped 
at Eboli drama, Italian 1979 Francesco Rosi Gian Maria Volontè

In the fascist Italy of 1935, a painter trained 
as a doctor is exiled to a remote region near 
Eboli... 
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Cinema 
Paradiso: 
Director's Cut drama, Italian 1988

Giuseppe 
Tornatore Marco Leonardi

A filmmaker recalls his childhood, when he 
fell in love with the movies at his village's 
theater and formed a deep friendship with 
the theater's projectionist.

Cinema 
Paradiso drama, Italian 1990

Giuseppe 
Tornatore Marco Leonardi directo's cut has a different ending!

La Dolce Vita drama, Italian 1960 frederico fellini Marcello MastroianniJournalist and m

Nights of 
Cabiria drama, Italian 1957 frederico fellini Giulietta Masina

A waifish prostitute wanders the streets of 
Rome looking for true love but finding only 
heartbreak.

The Tree of 
Wooden Clogs drama, italian 1978 Ermanno Olmi Luigi Ornaghi

The life inside a farm in Italy at the 
beginning of the century. Many poor country 
families live there..

Three Brothers drama, italian 1981 Francesco Rosi Michele Placido

In a farmhouse in southern Italy, an old 
woman dies. Her husband summons their 
sons: from Rome, Raffaele, a judge facing a 
political case for which he risks 
assassination; from Naples, the religious 
and ideological Rocco, a counselor at a 
correctional institute for boys; from Turin, 
Nicola, a factory worker involved in labor 
disputes.

Tokyo Story drama, Japan 1953 Yasujiro Ozu Chishu Ryu

An elderly couple journey to Tokyo to visit 
their children and are confronted by 
indifference, ingratitude and selfishness..

The Seven 
Samuri drama, Japan 1954 Akira Kurosawa Takashi Shimura

A poor village under attack by bandits 
recruits seven unemployed samurai to help 
them defend themselves.

Akira 
Kurosawa's 
Dreams

drama, 
Japanese 1990 kira Kurosawa Akira Terao

A collection of tales based upon the actual 
dreams of director Akira Kurosawa. 



sarapas' list of recommendations

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

A B C D E F

The Hidden 
Fortress

drama, 
Japanese 1958 Akira Kurosawa Toshirô Mifune

Lured by gold, two greedy peasants escort a 
man and woman across enemy lines. 
However, they do not realize that their 
companions are actually a princess and her 
general.

The Burmese 
Harp

drama, 
Japanese 1956 Kon Ichikawa Shôji Yasui

July, 1945: Japan's army is on the run. A 
platoon in Burma sings to keep its spirit up. 
Inspiration comes from their self-taught lute 
player...

Dersu Uzala

drama, 
japanese, 
russian 1975 Akira Kurosawa Yuri Solomin

The Russian officer who befriends Dersu 
must bear some responsibility for the 
tragedy - taking Dersu to the town and the 
gift of the rifle significantly impact on the 
ending of the film.

The Shoe drama, latvia 1998 Laila Pakalnina ???

Set in the 1950s and shot in black-and-
white, Laila Pakalnina's clever take on the 
Cinderella fairy tale begins on the coast of 
Latvia, where Soviet patrolmen comb the 
shore for any evidence that ..

Like Water for 
Chocolate

drama, 
mexican 1992 Alfonso Arau Marco Leonardi

This movie is about how life used to be in 
Mexico. It is a love story between Pedro and 
Tita, and why..

El Mariachi
drama, 
mexico 1992

Robert 
Rodriguez Carlos Gallardo

A traveling mariachi is mistaken for a 
murderous criminal and must hide from a 
gang bent on killing him.

Once Were 
Warriors

drama, New 
Zealand 1994 Lee Tamahori Rena Owen

A family descended from Maori warriors is 
bedeviled by a violent father and the 
societal problems of being treated as 
outcasts.

The Flower of 
My Secret drama, spain 1995

Pedro 
Almodovar Marisa Paredes

Leo Macias writes sentimental novels with 
great success but hidden under a 
pseudonym, Amanda Gris. She..
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The Sea Inside drama, spain 2004
Alejandro 
Amenábar Javier Bardem

The real-life story of Spaniard Ramon 
Sampedro, who fought a 30 year campaign 
in favor of euthanasia and his own right to 
die.

All About My 
Mother

drama, 
spanish 1999

Pedro 
Almodovar

Penélope Cruz, 
Tom Cruise

Young Esteban want to become a writer and 
also to discover the identity of his father, 
carefully concealed by the mother Manuela.

Sex and Lucia
drama, 
spanish 2001 Julio Medem Paz Vega

Various lives converge on an isolated island, 
all connected by an author whose novel has 
become inextricably entwined with his own 
life.

Run, Lola, Run
drama/action 
(german) 1998 Tom Tykwer Franka Potente

A young woman in Germany has twenty 
minutes to find and bring 100,000 
Deutschmarks to her boyfriend before he 
robs a supermarket

Amalie
drama/comed
y (french) 2001

Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet Audrey Tautou

Amelie, an innocent and naive girl in Paris, 
with her own sense of justice, decides to 
help those around her and along the way, 
discovers love.

Delicatessen

drama/comed
y/ fantasy 
(france) 1991

Marc Caro, Jean-
Pierre Jeunet  Dominique Pinon

Post-apocalyptic surrealist black comedy 
about the landlord of an apartment building 
who creates cannibalistic meals for his odd 
tenants. 

The 
Shawshank 
Redemption drama/crime 1994 Frank Darabont

tim robbins, 
morgan freeman

Two imprisoned men bond over a number of 
years, finding solace and eventual 
redemption through acts of common 
decency.

A Clockwork 
Orange drama/crime 1971 Stanley Kubrick Malcolm McDowell

In future Britain, charismatic delinquent 
Alex DeLarge is jailed and later volunteers 
for an experimental aversion therapy 
developed by the government in an effort to 
solve society's crime problem... but not all 
goes to plan.
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Ghost Dog: 
The Way of the 
Samari drama/crime 1999 Jim Jarmusch Forest Whittaker

An African American mafia hit man who 
models himself after the samurai of old 
finds himself targeted for death by the mob. 

The 400 Blows
drama/crime 
(france) 1959

Francois 
Truffaut Jean-Pierre Léaud

Intensley touching story of a misunderstood 
young adolescent who left without attention, 
delves into a life of petty crime. 

City of Men 
(TV series)

drama/crime/
Brazil 2003

Philippe 
Barcinski

Darlan Cunha, 
Douglas Silver

Two boys in the slums of Rio, deal with 
staying free of gangs and basic survival

City of God
drama/crime/
Brazil 2002 César Charlone ??

Two boys growing up in a violent 
neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro take 
different paths: one becomes a 
photographer, the other a drug dealer.

The Usual 
Suspects

drama/crime/
mystery 1995 Bryan Singer

Kevin Spacey, 
gabriel byrne

A boat has been destroyed, criminals are 
dead, and the key to this mystery lies with 
the only survivor and his twisted, 
convoluted story beginning with five career 
crooks in a seemingly random police lineup.

Inside Man
drama/crime/
suspense 2006 spike lee

Denzel 
Washington, Clive 
Owen

A cop has to talk down a bank robber after 
the criminal's perfect heist spirals into a 
hostage situation.

Mystic River
drama/crime/
suspense 2003 clint eastwood

Kevin Bacon, Sean 
Penn, Tim Robbins, 
Lawrence 
Fishbourne

With a childhood tragedy that overshadowed 
their lives, three men are reunited by 
circumstance when one loses a daughter. 

The Godfather, 
Part II

drama/crime/
thriller 1974

Francis Ford 
Coppola

Al Pacino, Robert 
Duval

The early life & career of Vito Corleone in 
1920's New York is portrayed while his son, 
Michael, expands and tightens his grip on 
his crime syndicate stretching from Lake 
Tahoe, Nevada to pre-Revolution 1958 
Cuba.
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Pleasantville
drama/fantas
y 1998 Gary Ross

Toby Mcguire, 
Reese Witherspoon

Two teenagers find themselves in a 1950's 
sitcom where their influence begins to 
profoundly change that complacent world.

The Secret of 
Roan Inish

drama/fantas
y/ Ireland, 
american 1994 John Sayles Jeni Courtney

10-year-old Fiona is sent to live with her 
grandparents in a small fishing village in 
Donegal, Ireland.

Matewan drama/history 1987 John Sayles
Chris Cooper, 
James Earl Jones

I'm Not Scared
drama/history
, Italian 2003

Gabriele 
Salvatores Giuseppe Cristiano

While playing outside one day, nine-year-old 
Michele discovers Filippo, who is chained to 
the ground at the bottom of a hole...

And the Ship 
Sails On

drama/history
/italy 1983 frederico fellini Freddie Jones

In July 1914 a luxury liner leaves Italy with 
the ashes of the famous opera singer Tetua. 
The boat is filled with her friends... 

Eight Men Out
drama/history
/sports 1988 John Sayles

John Cusak, 
Christopher Lloyd

A dramatization of the Black Sox scandal 
when the underpaid Chicago White Sox 
accepted bribes to deliberately lose the 
1919 World Series.

La Strada Drama/Italy 1956 Federico Fellini
anthony quinn,  
Giulietta Masina

A carefree girl is sold to a traveling 
entertainer, consequently enduring physical 
and emotional pain along the way.

Flightplan
drama/myster
y 2005

Robert 
Schwentke Jodie Foster

A claustrophobic, Hitchcockian thriller. A 
bereaved woman and her daughter are 
flying home from Berlin to America. At 
30,000 feet the child vanishes and nobody 
admits she was ever on that plane.
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Vanilla Sky
drama/myster
y/romance 2001 Cameron Crowe Penélope Cruz

A successful publisher finds his life taking a 
turn for the surreal after a car accident with 
a jaded lover.

Vanity Fair
drama/roman
ce 2004 Mira Nair Reese Witherspoon

Growing up poor in London, Becky Sharp 
(Witherspoon) defies her poverty-stricken 
background and ascends the social ladder 
alongside her best friend, Amelia.

Odd Girl Out

drama/roman
ce/high 
school 2005 Tom McLoughlin Alexa Vega

A mother and her daughter confront the 
intimidation of teen peer pressure and the 
emotionally brutalizing social rituals of high 
school... 

El Bola
drama/spainis
h 2000 Achero Mañas Juan José Ballesta

El Bola, a 12 year old boy a.k.a. "Pellet" is a 
12 year old boy raised in a violent and 
sordid environment...

Remember the 
Titans drama/sport 2000 Boaz Yakin Denzel Washington

The true story of a newly appointed African-
American coach and his high school team on 
their first season as a racially integrated 
unit.

Swimming 
Upstream

drama/sport/
austrailia 2003 Russell Mulcahy Geoffrey Rush 

The inspirational life story of Australian 
swimmer, Tony Fingleton.

Bend it Like 
Beckham

drama/sport/
england 2002

Gurinder 
Chadha Parminder Nagra

The daughter of orthodox Sikh rebels 
against her parents' traditionalism by 
running off to Germany with a football team 
(soccer in America).

The 
Manchurian 
Candidate

drama/suspen
se 2005

Jonathan 
Demme Denzel Washington

In the midst of the Gulf War, soldiers are 
kidnapped and brainwashed for sinister 
purposes. 

The Constant 
Gardener

drama/thriller
/england 
(africa) 2005

Fernando 
Meirelles Ralph Fiennes

A widower is determined to get to the 
bottom of a potentially explosive secret 
involving his wife's murder, big business, 
and corporate corruption.
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Akeelah and 
the Bee

drama/true 
story 1996 Doug Atchison

Lawrence 
Fishburne, Keke 
Parker

A young girl from South Los Angeles tries to 
make it to the National Spelling Bee.

Hotel Rwanda
drama/true 
story 2004 Terry George Don Cheadle

Don Cheadle stars in the true-life story of 
Paul Rusesabagina, a hotel manager who 
housed over a thousand Tutsis refugees 
during their struggle against the Hutu militia 
in Rwanda.

Flags of our 
Fathers drama/war 2006 clint eastwood

Ryan Phillipe, 
Adam Beach

The life stories of the six men who raised 
the flag at The Battle of Iwo Jima, a turning 
point in WWII. 

Apocalypse 
Now drama/war 1979

Francis Ford 
Coppola

Marlon Brando, 
Martin Sheen, 
Robert Duvall

During the on-going Vietnam War, Captain 
Willard is sent on a dangerous mission into 
Cambodia to assassinate a renegade Green 
Beret who has set himself up as a God 
among a local tribe.

Letters from 
Iwo Jima drama/war 2007 clint eastwood K.Watanabe

The story of the battle of Iwo Jima between 
the United States and Imperial Japan during 
World War II, as told from the perspective 
of the Japanese who fought it.

Turtles Can Fly
drama/war, 
Iraq 2004

Bahman 
Ghobadi Soran Ebrahim

Near the Iraqi-Turkish border on the eve of 
an American invasion, refugee children like 
13-year-old Kak (Ebrahim), gauge and await 
their fate.

The Cuckoo
drama/war/fin
land 2002

Aleksandr 
Rogozhkin

Aleksandr 
Rogozhkin

September of 1944, a few days before 
Finland went out of the Second World War. A 
chained to a rock Finnish...

Pan's 
Labyrinth fantasy 2006

Guillermo del 
Toro Ivana Baquero

In the fascist Spain of 1944, the bookish 
young stepdaughter of a sadistic army 
officer escapes into an eerie but captivating 
fantasy world.
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King Kong
fantasy, 
american 2005 Peter Jackson jack black

In 1933 New York, an overly ambitious 
movie producer coerces his cast and hired 
ship crew to travel to mysterious Skull 
Island, where they encounter Kong, a giant 
ape who is immediately smitten with leading 
lady Ann Darrow.

Edward 
Scissorhands

fantasy, 
american 1990 tim burton

Johnny Depp, 
winona ryder

An uncommonly gentle young man, who 
happens to have scissors for hands, falls in 
love with a beautiful teenage girl.

Nightmare 
Before 
Christmas

fantasy/anima
tion, american 1993 Henry Selick

danny elfman 
(voice)

Jack Skellington, king of Halloweentown, 
discovers Christmas Town, but doesn't quite 
understand the concept.

Dark City
film noir, 
american 1998 Alex Proyas Kiefer Sutherland

A man struggles with memories of his past, 
including a wife he cannot remember, in a 
nightmarish world with no sun and run by 
beings with telekinetic powers who seek the 
souls of humans.

The Maltese 
Falcon

film 
noir/mystery 1941 John Huston Humphrey Bogart

Sam Spade, a private detective, gets 
involved in a murderous hunt for a valuable 
statuette.

The Third Man

film 
noir/mystery/
suspense 1949 Carol Reed

James Cotton, 
Orson Welles

Arriving in Vienna, Holly Martins learns that 
his friend Harry Lime, who has invited him, 
recently died in a car accident.

A Very Long 
Engagement

historical 
drama, french 2004

Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet Audrey Tautou a WWI love story by the director of "Amelie"

Night of the 
Living Dead horror 1968

George A. 
Romero Duane Jones

A group of people hide from bloodthirsty 
zombies in a farmhouse.
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Frankenstien
horror, 
american 1931 James Whale Boris Karloff

Horror classic in which an obsessed scientist 
assembles a living being from parts of 
exhumed corpses.

Psycho 
(original)

Horror, 
Thriller 1960 Alfred Hitchkock

anthony perkins, 
janet leigh /

The Shining
Horror, 
Thriller 1990 Stanley Kubrick

Jack Nicholson, 
Shelley Duval

A family heads to an isolated hotel for the 
winter where an evil and spiritual presence 
influences the father into violence, while his 
psychic son sees horrific forebodings from 
the past and of the future.

Smoke Signals

Native 
American 
western 1998 Chris Eyre adam beach

Young Indian man Thomas is a nerd in his 
reservation, wearing oversize glasses and 
telling everyone stories no-one wants to 
hear...

Umberto D.
neo-realist, 
Italy 1952 Vittorio De Sica Carlo Battisti

Umberto Domenico Ferrari, an elderly and 
retired civil servant, is desperately trying to 
maintain a

The Bicycle 
Thief

neorealist/ 
italian 1949 Vittorio De Sica

Lamberto 
Maggiorani

A man and his son search for a stolen 
bicycle vital for his job.

The Day the 
Earth Stood 
Still sci-fi 1951 Robert Wise Patricia Neal

An alien lands and tells the people of Earth 
that they must live peacefully or be 
destroyed as a danger to other planets. 

2001: A Space 
Odyssey sci-fi 1968 Stanley Kubrick Keir Dullea

Mankind finds a mysterious, obviously 
artificial, artifact buried on the moon and, 
with the intelligent computer HAL, sets off 
on a quest.

Forbidden 
Planet

sci-fi, 
american 1956 Fred M. Wilcox

Lesley Nielson, 
Anne Francis

A starship crew goes to investigate the 
silence of a planet's colony only to find two 
survivors and a deadly secret that one of 
them has.
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I, Robot
sci-fi, 
american 2004 Alex Proyas Will Smith

In the year 2035 a techno-phobic cop 
investigates a crime that may have been 
perpetrated by a robot, which leads to a 
larger threat to humanity.

The City of 
Lost Children

sci-
fi/fantasy/futu
re (french) 1995

Jean-Pierre 
Jeunet, Marc 
Caro Ron Perlman

A scientist in a surrealist society kidnaps 
children to steal their dreams, hoping that 
they slow his aging process. 

The Final Cut sci-fi/thriller 2004 Omar Naim Robin Williams

Set in a world with memory implants, Robin 
Williams plays a cutter, someone with the 
power of final edit over people's recorded 
histories. His latest assignment is one that 
puts him in danger.

Invasion of the 
Body 
Snatchers sci-fi/thriller 1956 Don Siegel James McCarthy

A small town doctor learns that the 
population of his community is being 
replaced by alien duplicates

Vertigo
suspense, 
american 1958 Alfred Hitchcock

james stewart, kim 
novak

A San Francisco detective suffering from 
acrophobia investigates the strange 
activities of an old friend's wife, all the while 
becoming dangerously obsessed with her.

North by 
Northwest

suspense, 
american 1959 Alfred Hitchcock Cary Grant

A hapless New York advertising executive is 
mistaken for a government agent by a 
group of foreign spies, and is pursued 
across the country while he looks for a way 
to survive.

The Sabateur
suspense, 
american 1942 Alfred Hitchcock Robert Cummings

Aircraft factory worker Barry Kane goes on 
the run across the States when he is 
wrongly accused of starting a fire which 
killed his best friend.

Saving Private 
Ryan war, american 1998

stephen 
spielberg Tom Hanks

Based on a World War II drama. US soldiers 
try to save their comrade, paratrooper 
Private Ryan, who's stationed behind enemy 
lines.


